
 

 

 

   UCL Institute of Education Seminar Series 2017 

Educating Teachers Matters 
A seminar series exploring principles and prospects for teacher education 

 
 

Wednesday 15th November 2017 

14.00 - 16.00 (Room 804, lunch provided  

from 13.30)   

Professor Viv Ellis 
 

‘Innovation, evidence and reform: Interrogating the vocabulary of 

change in teacher education’ 

Innovation, evidence and reform are three key words (Williams, 1976) in the vocabulary of change in teacher 

education. As essentially contested concepts, the meanings of each word, inflected through different politi-

cal-economic and educational discourses, become increasingly problematic at the same time as calls for the 

education system – and the teacher education system, in particular – to change become ever more urgent. 

Often, it seems, the loudest voices in teacher education internationally (especially, perhaps, the kind associ-

ated with universities) argue for the status quo while the loudest and most energetic calls for change come 

from those interested in disrupting education through market-based solutions that ‘drive down’ costs while 

implementing technological efficiencies. However, these arguments are also often premised more explicitly 

on stated values of ‘equity’ and ‘social justice’ than those from university-based teacher educators have 

been in recent years. And, at the same time, outside the walls of the Faculties and Schools of Education, the 

higher education system, especially in England, is changing in deep and fundamental ways that we (in teach-

er education) don’t always notice. 

This seminar will focus on the actual and potential ‘higher education’ contribution to the preparation, sup-

port and development of the teaching profession through an examination of key words in the vocabulary of 

change in teacher education. The readings and seminar presentation are intended to stimulate an extended 

discussion about the future, the challenges and any opportunities. 

The seminar will be of relevance to HEI teacher educators, provider partners, researchers and 

policy-makers.  

Seminar readings will be provided prior to the event. Please contact us if you would like to receive these further in 

advance. For queries please contact David Sharkey at: d.sharkey@ucl.ac.uk 

REGISTER NOW By using the following link: 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/2TDMGQB 
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UCL Institute of Education Seminar Series 2017 

Educating Teachers Matters 

A seminar series exploring principles and prospects for teacher education 

 

July - December 2017 
 
 

The seminars in the series explore core issues in innovating teacher education for Higher Education 
Institutions and their provider partners.  The teacher education landscape is characterised by increas-
ing de-regulation, expansion of contributions that can be made across sectors, an increased focus on 
subject expertise and the research-informed dimensions of teachers’ professional learning and devel-
opment. Within this context, providers continue to negotiate ‘policy-tensions’ regarding the learning 
of teachers and the related qualifications and knowledge required to be a teacher and a teacher edu-
cator. The seminar series explores the prospects for the range of sectors. Seminars are prompted by 

keynote inputs from leading researchers in the field with related reading, with opportunity for critical 
debate. Outcomes from each seminar will be collated under two themes: 

 

 Core issues for principled teacher education  
 Design implications for teacher education programmes. 

   

The scope for the seminars includes Initial Teacher Education and professional learning and develop-
ment for Early Career Teachers and beyond.  

 

Provisional themes for the seminars: 

 Teacher educators and their working worlds  
 SEND: the inclusion agenda for ITE and new teacher development  
 Capacity-building  through teacher education - the role of HEIs and partners in school and 

provider improvement 
 Mentoring in teacher education in an altered landscape 

 

The seminars will be of relevance to HEI teacher educators, provider partners, researchers and policy-
makers. 

For queries please contact David Sharkey at: d.sharkey@ucl.ac.uk 
 

 

Seminar 4:    Wednesday 15th July    14:00—16:00, Room 802/804    Lunch at 13:30 

Professor Viv Ellis - Innovation, evidence and reform: Interrogating 

the vocabulary of change in teacher education’ 

Register now at: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/2TDMGQB 
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